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FROM TONY'S DESK 


In the months to come, landscape construction 
at EPCOT Center will be advancing at a terrific 
rate. As the pace picks up and opening day 
draws near, it seems that there is more and 
more to do and less and less time to do it in. 
To help us use the time we have to the utmost, 
we've developed a step-by-step system for 
installing the landscape at EPCOT Center. 


When working with a construction project of 
this size, it is important to get going as 
soon as possible. Even though the buildings 
are not complete and in many cases there is 
no water source close by, we need to get 
started or we'd never get the job finished 

on time. So what we've done is to divide the 
installation process into three different 
operations, or "phases." 


Phase I involves berm and screen plantings 

and is limited to trees (this is the phase 
which allows us to get a "head start" on the 
project). The oaks and maples on the United 
Kingdom berms which we reported on last month 
are examples of Phase I plantings. Phase II 
is when we actually get right up close to 

the buildings and walkways with our trees. In 
Phase III, we add the finishing touches -- sod, 
headerboard, shrubs, annuals, mulch, etc. The 
irrigation should be in and operating at this 
time. 


Now, with this "brief" explanation out of the 


way, look for news of our ongoing Phase I, II, 
and III plantings in next month's "Every 


Bloomin’ Thing." 
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Hibiscus moscheutos 
"Southern Belle' 


This huge flowered 
hybrid possesses flowers 
anywhere from 4 to 10 
inches across. ‘Southern 
Belle' hibiscus can grow 4 to 6 feet tall. 
The showy flowers open daily in the morning 
hours. 

The species is native to the eastern 
United States and is usually found growing 
in marshy areas. Here at Walt Disney World, 
the ‘Southern Belle' hibiscus can be found 
in the Luau area at the Polynesian where it 
provides a colorful accent. 
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Verbena 'St. Paul' - This colorful perennial 
is often used as an annual, needing sun and 
heat in order to thrive. The bright pink 
flower clusters can be seen cascading over 
the Adventureland bridge for most of the 
year. As well as its use as a colorful 
cascade, 'St. Paul' verbena can also be 

used in beds and in hanging baskets. 


Washingtonia robusta ("Mexican Fan Palm") - 
These stately palms, dominant in the 
Tomorrowland landscape, can reach 100 feet. 
As the leaves of this fan palm mature and 
eventually turn brown, a "petticoat" of 
thatch develops along the trunk. While the 
thatch can add character, it can also pose 
a problem -- the petticoat of dried leaves 
is very flammable. For this reason, the 
old leaves are usually trimmed off. 
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TOPPING OFF -- PLANTS BECOME PART OF THE 
ACTION AS CONSTRUCTION PROGRESSES 
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As construction progresses at EPCOT Center all 
eyes are on the tops of the buildings -- a 
plant or flag there signifies that the build- 
ing has been "topped off." According to 
tradition, a building is topped off when the 
ridgepole or highest structural member is put 
in place, usually when the building is about 
one third complete. 

Where did the custom of "topping off" originate? 
No one is quite sure, although most literature 
gives the Norwegians or Swedish the credit. 

When a house (which in those days was built with 
the help of friends) was near completion, the 
owner threw a party to show appreciation for 
everyone's help and effort. The tree on the 
roof meant it was time for the festivities to 
begin. 


The custom spread throughout Europe and to the 
United States, where trees and flags are now 
used to top buildings. The Land Pavilion was 
recently topped with a tree, and earlier this 
month Spaceship Earth was topped with a flag. 


And what do the workers on the site think of 
these "goings on"? Most know little of the 
origin of the custom, but all are familiar with 
it. Some say that the tree signifies that God 
is supreme over man, others say that a cedar 
tree is used to bless the building and sym- 
bolize its endurance through time. 


Regardless of the reasoning behind it, 
everyone looks forward to the topping off 
party. As one carpenter said, “it's like 
putting a star on a Christmas tree, it says 
"hey, we made it'!" 
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WORD SCRAMBLE 
Can you make sense out of these scrambled words? 


You've seen them all in recent issues of "Every 
Bloomin' Thing." 
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NEWS FROM THE AREAS ... 





Ever had the urge to visit a Swiss chalet in the 
Alps? Your chance is as close by as Fantasyland, 
where Guy Snell, Frank Cornelis, and Ken Eby 
(pictured) work with lead Joe Clayton to maintain 
the alpine backdrop for the skyway station. 


A holding area 
for EPCOT plant 
material has been 
„ completed on the 
* west side of the 
$ EPCOT field in 
“wee the Nursery. 

‘& Bob Crawford 

~ (left) is lead 

} over the area, 

' with Bob is Steve 
Richards, 







Brian Travascio, Barbara Moss, and Chip Drew 
are shown by our new perennial bed in the Hub. 
Up until 4 months ago, this area was an annual 
bed. Now it gives us a place to test various 
perennial varieties. 
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